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Mr. HAMLIN. I have received a memorial signed by D.

> L. Milliken, Wm. Milbken, J. H. Haines, and other resi¬

dent* of Burnbam, in tbe county of Waldo, in the State of
Maiue, asking for the repeal or modification of the fugitive
slave law ; and inasmuch as the s.bject of that law is before
the Committee on the Judiciary, I move that this memorial
be referred to that Committee.
Tn« motion was agreed to.

Tbe petition was in the following terms :

To the Senate and Hive *J
Repre*entative> of the Uniteti Stale* :

Whereas Congress, at its late session, did pass a bill enti¬
tled " An act to amend and supplementary to an act entitled
an act respecting fugitives from justice and persons escaping
from the service ol thtir maiters," approved February 12,
1793, which naid enactment was approved by the President

September 1 >, 1850 ;
.

We tbe undersigned, residents of tbe town of liurnham, in

the county of Waldo an.l .State of Maine, regarding that act

as in conflict with tbe constitution of the United States, and
klso as infringing upon the ditties which we owe to benevolence
to humanity, and to Gcd, and being unwilling to comply with its

requisitions or submit to its peualties, earnestly ask its speedy
repeal or modification.

Mr. BUTLER. I have no objection myself that any of
tbese petitions should go to tba Committee on the Judiciary.
Moat of them have been (aid on the tabfe, -though 1 know
that some have found their way to that committee. But I

give notice tbat I shall have nothing to do with them. There
are gentlemen of tbat committee who may take charge of
this petition, if they think proper; but I give this notice be¬
cause il is perfectly immaterial to me whether that law ia mo¬
dified or not.

Mr. ATCHI80N subsequently roee and said: May I inquire
what was the character of the memorial which was referred
to the OonwiuM an the Judiciary '

The PRESIDENT. It was a memorial for the repeal or

modification of the fugitive slave law.
Mr. ATCHI80N. I move, then, that the vote by which

it was referred to the committee be reccosidered. I make the
motion, because I can see no good reason why a memorial pre¬
sented by the Senator from Maine, upon the subject of the

repeal of tbat law, should not he laid upon tbe table, as well
as those of a similar character which were presented by the
Senator from New York (Mr. Sswahd) or the Senator fruui

New Hampshire, (Mr. Hal* )
Mr. HAMLIN. It is known to all tbat I have presented

various petitions of a somewhat similar character, and that I
have mysslf moved to lsy them on tbe table, not because I
believed it was right, but because that was in accordance with
a determination of tbe Senate. This is a memorial which asks
for a modification of that law, and I believe the Committee
on tbe Judiciary have a bill now before tbem for thai purpose;
and coming from such a respectable source as this memoral

did, asking for a modification of that law, signed by members
of tbe State Senate and others who have been members of
our executive council and State Legislature, and others of
our moat worthy ciiiaens, in tbe discharge of my duty I could
not do otherwise than to ask that tbe memorial may receive
as favorable consideration as those which ask the Senate to

consider a bill which has been referred io the Committee on

the Judiciary. Evenhanded justice requires tbat such a

course should be pursued.
The PRESIDENT. On looking at the memorial, tbe

Chair finds that tbe names are on several pieces of psper
pasted to a printed petition at the top. Whether it was there
when the paper was signed originally cannot be ascertained
from the paper itself. ,

Mr. FOOTE. I think the Senator from Maine is mistaken
as to the character cf tbe measure, if he refers to tbe bill in¬
troduced by the Senator from Indiana, (Mr. Bright.) I be¬
lieve the bill to which the Senator refers does not propose to

alter the law, but simply to declare wbat tbe late law was.

For my own part, recognising what we have done as a defini¬
tive settlement, I cannot vote for any thing that will tend to

renew agitation. I therefore move to lay the subject on tbe
table.
The PRESIDENT. The proposition is to reconsider the

vote by which the memorial was referred to the committee.
Mr. FOOTE. Very well; then I withdraw my motion.
Mr. CHASE. I think the Senator from Mississippi is

mistaken as to tbe character of the bill introduced by the Se¬
nator from Indiana, (Mr.BaioHT.) It does not piopose to ex>-

Flain the late law, for it does not need any explanation, and
hardly think tbat any explanation which might be given to

it would amount to much if it did. But it proposes to revive
the old law so far as to enforce the penalties which are im¬
posed by it, inasmuch as the district court of Indiana have de¬
cided that the law of 1850 repealed tbe law of 1793 as far
as tbat is concerned. The district court of Indiana has so de¬
cided.

Mr. FOOTE. I think not.
Mr. CW \SE. WeU, it is feared th«t the district court of

Indiana will so decide.
Mr. FOOTE. I understood the Senator from Indiana lo

say that it was simply a matter of disputation there, and, being
so, it was looked upon as desirable that tbe proper interpreta¬
tion of the law should be fixed. I do not understand tbat
there has been any adjudication, or that there was any serious
apprehension tbat the coarts of Indiana would not decide as

they will be baund to decide ultimately.
Tbe PRESIDENT. The question is on reconsidering

tbe vote by which tbe memorial was referred, and not the bill
presented by tbe Senator from Indiana.

Mr. CHASE. I am aware of the state of the question,
and I did not mean to trespass on the rules of tbe Senate at
all. I think it may be proper to say that if no such decision
has been made, there has been, as stated by the 8enator from
Mississippi, an apprehension that such a decision may be
made. The act of 1850 provides for heavy penalties, much
greater than those of the act of 1793, and being upon tbe
same subject-matter, it is supposed that it may be repealed.

I pass from tbat subject. That bill, however, whatever
may be tbe character of it, has been referred to the Commit¬
tee on the Judiciary. There is now a petition, vouched for
by the 8enator from Maine as coming from gentlemen of the
very first character in his State, praying for similar objects ;
and I submit to the Senate, without a single word of observa¬
tion further, whether they are prepared to make a distinction
between memorials, petitions, and bills upon one side of this
subject and those apon tbe other side *

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, the record of the Senate
shows thts to be the character of its past action on this subject :

Tbat when a petition relating to the laws concerning fugitives
from service was presented it waa teferred, if its object was to
render these laws more stringent than they are now adjudi¬
cated lo be. A bill the effect of which is to increase the
rigors of tbe law, has received a reference. Petitions for the
amendment of tbese laws, so as to render them lesr rigorous,
are denied a reference. That is one discrepancy. The record
shows another, viz. that when a petition is submitted to the
Senate, on the motion of a Senator from Pennsylvania, pray¬
ing even for an amelioration or a repeal of theae laws, it re¬

ceives a reference. When a petition for precisely the same

object is presented by a Senator from New York, it is denied
a reference.

I shall vote against the reconsideration of tbe reference
which has been made, as well because I am in favor of equal
and exact itutice to both sides of this question, as because it
is my duty to insist upon equal and exact justice from tbe
Senate to all its members. But I shall vote against the re¬
consideration for another reason. For the reason that I think
it most injudicious and most unwise to deny a reference to a

petition of any class of citizens of the United States, whether
they bs such as those who have sent here tbe petition now

presented by the honorable Senator from Maine, consisting of
what has been called here the elite of society, or whether it
be sent here by plain, unassuming republican citizens. I
hold that all are entitled to equal legislative respect and con¬

sideration, and I never stop to inquire to which of the two
classes petitioners belong. I never have obtruded upon the
Senate the character, title, or rank of any person whose name
was annexed to a petition relating to the present subject pre¬
sented by myself.

But there is still another reason that I am glad to
have an opportunity to siate^ and that is, tbat if the object of
tbe Senate be to suppress agitation, in my poor judgment they
take exactly the wrong course to do it. For years upon
years the Congress of the Urited States, in one or other
branch, refused, in one form or another, to receive and con-
sider petitions on the subject of slavery. The effect was a

denial of tbe right of petition. History, I think, has settled
tbe point, tbat that denial of tbe right of petition Increased tbe
agitation on tbe subject of slavery instead of diminishing it
Now, I bold it to be precisely the same in effect, whether the
Senate shall refuse to receive the petition and reject the peti¬
tioners from their door's, or whether they shall go through the I
formality of receiving the petition, laying it upon the table, and
denying it reference and consideration. Whatever my opin-1
ion, then, of the merits of petitions msy be, 1 am in favor, '

when they are respectful, of giving tbem not only a hearing,
but a consideration.

But I desire to state further upon this subject, that I am
in favor of receiving these petitions for the purpose of consi¬
deration and legislative action. Tbe Congress of the Uni¬
ted States at the last session sttemp'ed to do this thing
The PRESIDENT. Tbe Senator understands the ques¬

tion before tbe Senate, does he not >
Mi. SEWARD. Certainly, sir, I do. I am speaking of

the fugitive slave bill of the last session, which is the subject
of the present memorial; a law which at'empted, by very vi¬
gorous enactments, to enforce upon the free States of this
Union the domestic and social economy of the slave States; an

experiment which I believe has reacted ai d will continue to

react upon tbe institution of slavery itself. It is of tbe same
class of legislation as that which demanded in Great Britain a

conformity in religion on tbe part of the Catholic population
«>f Ireland to the Protestant ceremonies and the religion of
England. I believe auch experiments will fail, and I believe

so because they are not founded in true political philosophy,
in what constitute* the true political philosophy of this Gov.
eminent, which should trest ihe States of thia Union at being
entrusted with the management of their owu domestic con¬

cerns, and should leave the sentiments, and, aa far as posai-
ble, the domeatic institution* of the States to the care of the
States themselves ; and, where uniformity cannot be com¬

plied, should be content witl.out exacting entire harmony.
Whether these petitions are now referred and considered,

or whether they »hall be allowed to accumulate, aa they will,
in my humble judgment, continue to accumulate from session
to session, the result will be that thoee who flatter themselves
iha; they have arrested agitation will find that they have, by
this very courae, increased the agitation which it waa their

.bject to allay.
1 may say this, air, I am sure, because, although I have

been distinguished on some occasions by the epithet of agiia-
tor, I happen to be at leaat one member of this body how
many oihers there are I do not know.who never introduce
tliis agitating subject of slavery here, who have been content
with the debates which were had upon it when it came legi¬
timately tiefore us in the form of bills requiring delate; bills
which, in the process of legislation became, or might become
laws. I am oue who has never spoken on the aubject in this
house since the bills referred to became laws, and of whom it
cannot be said that I have on any occasion, by speech, writing,
or otherwise, addressed the people on the subject since those
bills became law*. Sir, I claim then to be one of those who
have been content to leave theae measures to the scrutiny of
the people, and to abide their judgment and the test of time
and truth. I have added no codicils, and have none to add,
to vary, enforce, or explain what I bad occasion to *ay during
the debates on these questions. Having thus no desire to in¬
terfere with the public investigation of these questions in any
manner, btit content to leave them to the examination of the
people without interference on my own part, I may certainly
be allowed to expreas my feelinga on the preaent question.
And I do therefore expreas my desire that the right of petition,
whatever else we may do, may be respected and held sacred
here ; and for that reason especially, as well aa for the oihers
already atated, I shall vote against the reconsideration.

Mr. BERRIEN. I desire simply to say, that, as I under-
stand tbe bill by iha Senator from Indiana, it is a
bill wh»ch proposes to declare that the act of I860 d« not re¬

peal the act of 1793. That is a very distinct proposition from
the one contained in the memorial presented to the Senate.
That seek* a modification of the act of 1850, and therefore
throws open this subject to that agitation which it is desirable
on all bands should be avoided. I trust that the motion of
the Senator from Missouri will prevail, and that the memorial
will be kid on the table, as those of a similar character have

Mr. BADGER. The distinction between the bill offered
by the Senator from Indiana, as stated by the Senator from
ueorgia, (Mr. Bkbkisit,) and the memorial under consider-
ation, is clear and palpable. That waa a bill the object of
which was not to interfere with the provisions of the act of
the Mat session, nor with the provisions of the act of 1793 ;

but to declare.and very unneceasarily, aa I think.that the
act of the last session to amend the act of 1793 did not repeal
the act of 1793. That is all. The bill proposes to touch
the provisions of neither of these acts, but to declare the sense

of Congress that the last act does not repeal the first. 8till,
Mr. President, I am extremely sorry that the Senator from
Indiana introduced that bill. I was very sorry thst the bill
was not instantly laid on the table { for, although the distinc¬
tion between the two cases is plain and obvious, I saw then,
and stated to several of my friends, that subsequently proposi¬
tions on the subject of this description would be brought be¬
fore the Senate in consequence of the reception and reference
of that bill.

I will say one word about the humbug concerning the right
of petition. Thia we know, in connexion with the course
taken by the two Houses of Congress, has been seized upon
and made a subject of fruitful denunciation and discussion,
and no small amount of mischief throughout the Northern
portion of the United States, because a rule was adopted in
the House of Representatives that the question of receiving
such petitions should be laid upon the table; in other words,
that the petition should not be received. We have now a new

edition, and an extension of the right of petition ; for, if I un¬
derstand the 8enator who last addressed the Senate, he con¬
siders that to lay the question of receiving a petition on the
table, and to lay a petition on the table after it is received here,
are, in substance, one and the same thing ; each involving a

particular denial of the right of petition. Then let us see what
this leads to. According to the 8enator, if we receive a peti-1
tion or memorial, although the whole Senate may be of the
opinion that nothing ought to be done with reference to the sub¬
ject, we are obliged to refer it to a committee ; for if we lay
it on the table it is a refusal of the right of petition. We must
reter it. VI ell, then, from a precisely similar course of reason¬

ing, if the committee do not report, the Senate must require
l,° 'eP°r|» because a reference is made solely for the pur-

DOfle of ohtniriinflr o 1 If At j

been.

Oil thia rubjec*. During the greater put of the last session,
while other* were carting impediment!.for they were but
impedimenta.in thia stream of agitation, I publicly declared
to the Senate that, ao far aa I waa concerned, I ahould not
from that time forth raiae any opposition to any petition of
such a character which might be introduced to thia 8enate ;

aud I uy now, in my cloaing remarks, that you might aa

well attempt to put a maniac aaieep by lullahiea aa to retrain
agitation on tbis subject.

Mr. HALE. I am exceedingly gratified by the remarks
of the Senator from South Carolina on this aubjec', and I
think there is a great deal of truth in them. But 1 want to
call the attention of the Senate to thia consideration in the
disposition of this question.' I lake it it will be conceded by
every body (hat it is desirable to have the laws which we

pass, particularly our quiescent laws, uniform in their opera-
tion. I have not read all the papers, and I am not posted up
upon the proceedings in all the States: but! do know that this
law has operated differently in several 8latea. I think I
know bow it has operated in three of the States, and a more
diverse operation of a simple law cannot well be conceived.
This is tbe reason why I think a little more legislation is
needed. For instance, in New York a slave ha* been seized
and sent back to his master and sold. I suppose that is car¬

rying out the objects of the law to the fall extent, in the minds
of some. lo Pennsylvania a freeman haa been kidnapped
and sent into slavery. That ie the operation of the law in
Pennsylvania ; but it so happened that the nan to whom tbe
freeman was tent had more humanity than tbe law and tbe
officers of the law, and he sent him back again to freedom.
Come to Massachusetts, and what is tbex>peration there ? I
learn by the newspapers received thia morning that a slave
has been arrested there under the law, and Ua been taken by
a mob out of the United titatee court roon and liberated.
There is not much uniformity then in the operation of this
law in New York,Pennsylvania, and Massachusetts; and I
would suggest to the Senate whether, in conaideration of the
fact that there ia not more uniformity in tbe operation of the
law, a little more legislation ia not deairablt. It is possible
we may wiah to make the law a little nore stringent. There
is a distinction admitted between tbis petition and the bill of
the honorable 8eoator from Indiana; but I think the honora¬
ble Senator from North Carolina exceedingly unfortunate in
his illustration, because he aaya the bit! of the. honorable
Senator from Indiana was to declare what was the meaning of
the law of 1830, whereas this petition ia for an alteration of
the law. I trust it is too late in the day for the Senate of the
Lnited States to undertake'to adjudicate as to what wis the
legal effect of the act passed a year ago. I think the 8upreme
Court would be justified in sending an injunction against our
proceeding any further in such a wild goose chase as that;
because it there is any thing which beloigs properly to the
judicial department of thia Government, it must be to consi¬
der the construction of a law passed a year ago. It belongs
exclusively to the judiciary. But I think the argument of
the Senator from North Carolina operates against the intro-
duction of the bill of the Senator from Indiana, and in favor
ofthe petition ? because the petition is what we act upon, and
the bill calls for action upon a subject which belongs to the
prerogativea of the judiciary.
When we were discussing this subjet a year ago, one of

the most aatute and clear-headed lawyers in the Senate, I
mean my friend from Kentucky, (Mr. Indxiwooii,) under¬
took to lay down a distinction between i petition which comes
from those among whom it ia to operate and one coming from
tho« among whom it is not to opente. If the law is to
operate upon the people who make tb petition, or il it is to
be executed amongst them, then clearer they have a right to
petition, and consequently we are botnd to receive their pe¬
tition. Well, thia is exactly the case Thia petition comes
from a part of the country where the law ia to go into opera¬
tion, in the free 8tatea. It ia to oprate upon the citizens
there. It imposes duties upon thep, and puts them under
heavy responsibilities, and therefore t comes within tbe caae

put by the 8enator from Kentucky, vhere there is a clear ob¬
ligation to receive the petition. Tlat being the case, I trust
we shall have the vote of the Senator from Kentucky againat
the reconaideration of the vote makng the reference.
But much has been aaid by Senaors on the right and left

about the right of petition. Lot mi say that I do not attach
much importance to the right of petition to this body. The
right of petition should be to the peiple; and it is to them that
I mean to make my appeal. I bare tried it here enough to
know that tbis is not the place ; ind if the people will listen
to me I will tell them to spend thrir breath among themaelves.
Some gentlemen aeem to esclew the epithet of agitator.

Sir, every thing valuable in the institutions we enjoy is the
result of agitation, and it is onlyerror that skulks from it 5
Uuth does not fear it. Instead ol washing my hands of tbe
charge of being an agitator, I gloy in having done what little
I have to merit tbe name in whicl O'Connell rejoiced, and to
merit the name given to all thoee through whose exertions in
times paat, whenever a political rrformation has been wrought
out, it haa come. Aye, sir, when there is no agitation there
ia stagnation, foetid corruption, and death. But agitation is
the great element of life; it wai through agitation that the
American revolution sprung into being; it was agitation
which gave birth to the American constitution ; it is the life
and breath of every thing valuable, and when it ceases every
thing worth having in our existence will die. Under tbe
foetid exhalatiuua that will spring up from that putrefaction
which must ensue when the life-giving element of agitation is
withdrawn, all Iheae will perish.

No, air, I glory in tbe name of agitator; Iwuhthe coun¬

try might be agitated vaatly more than it is. The great fault
is that it is not agitated half enough. Thereare many errors
which require agitation, and nobody but thosi who are hug¬
ging delusion and errors, fatal errors, have my thing to fear
from that life-giving element which will imprrt its healing as
did tbe waters of the pool at the beautiful gae of tbe temple.
Nobody that stepped into that pool could be healed until the
angel had gone down and stirred and agitate! the waters.

Mr. BERRIEN. When the Senator fran New Hamp¬
shire advisee his coadjutors to tranafer these ipeeches, calcu¬
lated, if not intended, to produce excitement anong the people
of this Union, from the 8enate chamber t< tbe stuaip, it
would have been gratifying if he had enforce* his precept by
his example. But I rise for the purpoaeof callng the attention
of tbe 8enate to the nature of the memorial wh'ch has pro¬
duced thia discussion. Unquestionably it *as by an over¬

sight that the vote of the Senate to refer it .0 the Judiciary
Committee was taken. Sir, what is it ? We are told that
the signers of this paper are respectable persois. What evi¬
dence is there in the paper presented to the Senate that this
memorial was ever signed by these individiala } Here are
several sheets of paper on which names are inscribed, and on
the top of these papers is pasted a memorial. There is not
the slighest evidence upon tbe face of the paper that that me¬
morial waa ever subscribed by the individuals whose names are
attached to it. And, air, if they are of the resp<ctable character
which is given to them by the Senator from Maine, of which
I will not permit myself to express, because I do not entertain
a moment's doubt, the inference is a plain one that such men
of respectable character have never signed such a petition.
What is it f It states that you paaaed a law at tbe laat
session of Congress which violates the constitution of the
country, which is in conflict with tbe duties which we owe to
benevolence, to humanity, and to God; a law with the requi¬
sitions of which they are not willing to comply, and to the
penalties of which they are not disposed to submit. It is this
memorial, calling therefore for a modification or repeal of the
fugitive slave law, which, by a vote of tbe 8enate, is to be re¬
ferred to the Judiciary Committee. And now, I pray you,
what is the inquiry or what are the inquiries which that Com¬
mittee is to make. We are to inquire if the Congress of
the United Statesjat the last session have pasted a law in
violation of the constitution, have passed a law violating
the duties of benevolence and humanity, and the duty
which we owe to God ; we are to inquire whether these me¬
morialjts are bound by the requisitions of that hw to submit
to its requirements, or bear tbe infliction of its penalties. I
ask whether this is such a memorial as ought to be referred
by this Senate to one of its committees > I think, apart
from all that haa been said on this subject, the character of
this memorial is one that forbids such . reference. I trust
that the motion of the Senator from Missouri will prevail;
that the subject will he reconsidered t and, since tbe memo¬
rial has been received, we shall do, from respect to ourselves,
what that respect would have indicated if this suggestion had
been made anterior to its reference, that we shall dispose of
this memotial in tbe most summary manner possible. Such
a memorial, if its substance had been known to the Senate,
I trust, would not have been received ; and the motion to re-

bc*n m,de» 1 trnirt *iU prevail.
Mr. FOOTE. After all that has been said, I do not deem

it proper to occupy the attention of the Senate very long ; but
as a portion of the remarks of the Senator from NeW Hamp¬
shire have not been responded to, I deem it expedient to give
them a alight passing notice. The honorable Senator pro¬
claims, what it was not necessary for him to have proclaimed.
for all the world knows it.that be is an "agitator." He
says he glories in the title of "an agitator," and bis manner
at tbe time was so marked with eiultation that no one could
doubt the sincerity of tbe declaration. There is one thing,
however, about his adoption of tbe agitating vocation that we
did not know before, though some, perchance, had suspected
it j that the honorable gentleman from New Hampshire, in¬
stead of imitating any of the great models of rhetorical splen¬
dor on this side of the Atlantic, had singled out Mr. O'Connell
as his model in the line of popular agitation. He tells us, in
feet, this morning, pretty plainly, that he is the disciple of
Mr. O Connell, and that he is endeavoring to imitate him ;
that he g ones in having the title affixed to him upon which
O Connell abed such extraordinary glory. I leave him to all
the satisfaction which he can possibly derive from imitating
such a model, and in such a style of imitstion, too !
Tbe gentleman tells us he is "an agitator." It was not

necessary, I say again, that be should have made this known
10

1. !, 7 h'm.U> 1,8 ,n '«iutor Wore, by msny and
unmistakeable tokens, but we had hoped, from his having de¬
meaned himself daring the present session of Congress with
much greater quietude and gentleness than formerly, that he
had to some extent come to tbe conclusion that the business
of sgitatton was, for him, rather an unprofitable one, and that
it would be decidedly better for a man of genius like hinself,
and of no httle intellectual promise, to pursue a different vo-

cation altogether. But it seem* that we were mistaken in
thia. It seems that he ii resolutely determined to agitate
hereafter, as heretofore; for he says'that agitation ia about the
most usslul and glorious occupation that can possibly be ex¬
ercised, in connexion with all those mattera which concern
the dignity and welfare of man on earth. I think, indeed,
that he baa alma* intimated to ua that the Saviour of the
world was no agitator, although I am atrtaioly of opinion that
there was a mildneaa and moderation, a godlike dignity
and majeatic *ereniiy about him, which.as little comported
with the violence and declamatory fierceness of the real agitator
of this poor world of ours as can well be conceived of. Ac¬
cording to ray poor judgment, there was but little of the true
spirit of agitation in his noble sermon upon the Mount; but
a placid dignity, a gentle and affectionate persuasiveness,which one of your fierce and murdering agitators would find
it difficult either to understand or to imitate. I beg the tJen-

[ ator from New Hampshire to read the Scripture 1 a little more
attentively, and to act upon the pure modela of genuine be¬
nevolence and apostolic wisdom, and I think that he wUl be
no longer known as an agitator.

But it seems that the gentleman cannot restrain that di«po-sition to agitate which is native to him. Well, air, we do
well know that there is a class of men, who have been more
or less known in all ages of the world, who seem to be so or¬
ganized by Nature as to make it their "inevitable destiny" to
seek rather to be propagators of discord and atirrers up of atrife
than upholders qf quiet and maintainera of order; who are al-
waya seeking to convulse and disturb the society with which
they stand connected, instead of endeavoring to propagate
peace and to diffuae the calm and kindly aentimente of true
brotherhood on earth ; who, in fact, are alwaya moat unhappyif they cannot involve every body else in trouble and confu¬
sion. These persons are felicitously described by the poetwho thus writes:

" But quiet to quick bosoms is a hell,
And there hath been thy bane ; there is a fire
And motion of the soul which will not dwell
In its own narrow being, but aspire
Beyond the fitting medium of desire;
And, but once kindled, quenchless evermore,
Preys upon high adventure, nor can tire
Of augbt but rett.a fever at the core,
Fatal to him who bears, to all who ever bore.
Tins makes Qic madmen who have made men mad
By their contagion ; Conquerors and Kings,Foundert of tecli and systems, to whom add
SofHi8Tar Bards, Statksmkm, all unquiet thingsWhich stir too strongly the soul's secret springs,
And are themselves thefool* to those they Jool;Envied, yet how unenviable ! what stings
Are thine ! One breatt laid open were a school
Which -would tatteach mankind the hut to thine or rule.
Their breath it agitatioit, and their life
A storm whereon they ride, to tink at lust,
And yet so nursed and bigoted to strife,
That should their days, surviving perils past,
Melt to oalm twilight, they feel overcast
With sorrow and supineness, and so die ;
Even as a flame unfed, which runs to waste
With itsown flickering, or a sword laid by
Which eatt into itielj, and rutlt inglorioutly

But I rose fqr a much graver purpoae. The honorable
8enator from New Hampahire has thought proper to speak of
thia particular law as operating differently, in different States
of the Union. I think there is but little foundation for what
the honorable Senator has said upon this point. But, inas¬
much as he has singled out a particular cafe, which has re¬

cently occurred in the city of Boston, concerning which I
happen to know something, I feet bound to make the expla-
nation which I am about to give, so that what fell from the
Senator's lips may not have that injurious and- mischievous
effect which it would be otherwise calculated to produce.
The Senator has told us what has recently happened in the

city of Boaton, although I have seen a telegraphic communi¬
cation, which was forwarded to the Secretary of State, which
harmonizes in all substantial particulars with the statement
found in the New York Hersld this morning. All the
members of this body may not be aware that what the Sena¬
tor has stated ia actually true, and that an armed mob of
about two thousand black men have actually broken into a
room where there was an alleged fugitive slave in a state of
confinement, under the care of ministerial officers of the court,
and have violently rescued him under circumstances of great
aggravation, and removed him; so that, I presume, he has
been by thia time carried off in triumph to the Britiah domi¬
nions. It ic a most astounding circumstance, and I regret that
the honorable Senator has referred to it; but, being an agita¬
tor, I suppose he thought it his duty to do it. I feel bound to
say, though I do not speak specially by authority, that I deem¬
ed it important to have recourse to the proper source for in¬
formation as to what was likely to be the action of this Gov¬
ernment upon the subject; and, without being authorized, I say
again, to speak for the Government specially in regard to this
matter, I feel bound to give this formal assurance, that the
Government will without any hesitation do its duty and its
whole duty in upholding and enforcing the constitution and
laws, and that this particular law will be carried out as effi¬
ciently aa any law upon the statute book.
Mr. COOPER. As I shall be called upon to vote on the

pending motion, I desire to make an explanation in reference
to the vote which I shall give. I will state in the outset,
however, that I am oppfteed to all agitation here or elsewhere
on the subject of the fugitive slave law. I do not concur in
the recommendation made by the Senator from New Hamp¬
ahire (Mr. Halb) to agitate, to keep up the strife and bitter-
nesa which have pervaded the country too long already. If
my recommendation would be cf avail here, and could be
heard and responded to beyond these walls, it woiild be that
all agitation should cease ; that harmony and good feeling
between the different sections of the Union should be culti¬
vated ; and that every where obedience to the constitution
and laws ahould be inculcated and acted upon. I do not be¬
lieve in the virtue of agitation and excitement at any time.
The 8enator has told ua that every great good is achieved by
agitation ; and thst it was by agitation that impulse was given
to the revolution in the beginning. 8ir, our fathers deliber¬
ated, resolved, and acted ; but they did not agitate in the
manner recommended by the 8enator from New Hampshire ;
they did not agitate for the purpose of stiring up strife be¬
tween the different colonies which were to be united sfter-
wards in the struggle for independence. There was nothing
of that. But what is it the 8enator now recommends to his
people at home, and regrets that he cannot effect here ? Why,
sir, that they should encourage sectional feelings, rekindle the
fire of strife, and keep alive the spirit of animosity and discord
here. I am opposed to all this; and I am sure that those
whom I have the honor in part to represent are opposed to it.
In the main, my constituents believe thst the act of the last
session for reclamation of fugitive slaves is constitutional;
that it enjoins nothing but what the constitution enjoined in
the beginning ; and (bat it only points out the mode by which
the conatitution, in that particular, is to be carried into effect.
They are disposed to stand by and sustain the law, and car¬

ry it into effect aa far as it ia practicable. The Senator has
referred to a case which took place, under this law, in the
city of Philadelphia, in which a freeman waa adjudged to be
a slave. Sir, it ia well that the facta of that case should be
known. It is well that it ahould be understood thst it was

through no fault of the law that this wrong against the rights
of a freeman waa committed. It was through haste, mistake
of its requirements, or indiscretion on the part of the commis¬
sioner, that proof was refused which was competent under the
law, and which, if received, would have establiahed the re¬

spondent's right to freedom. There ia no doubt whatever of
this ; and the refusal to receive the proof which was tendered
was an inadvertence, an erroron the part ofthe commissioner,
and no fault of the law. There waa nothing in the law which
required the rejection of the proof, o r the haste with which
the alleged slave was delivered up to the agent of the claimant.
One word in reference to the vote I shall give. I ahall vote

againat the motion to reconsider. I shall do so, because peti¬
tions which I presented, of a kind similar to this, went to the
Committee on the Judiciary. I presented one praying for the
repeal ef the fugitive slave law some weeks since, which, on
my motion, was referred to that committee. I believed it waa
proper that it should go to that committee; and I have not
changed my opinion since. Whilst I am opposed, totally op¬
posed, to the agiiation of this question, believing that it can
produce nothing but mischief, I sm nevertheless against tbe
reconsideration; and allow me to say, that I believe, if all
petitions upon this subject had been treated as other petitions
are treated, it would have taken away a ground of agitation at
the North. Refusing to refer these petitions, and to treat
them as other petitions are treated, is mode a ground of com¬
plaint; and even thoee who do not sympathize in the objnetof the petitionera at all, aometimes complain of the manner in
which these petitions are treated. I think it would be the
part of wiadom to receive and refer all respectful petitiena.Sir, I have no counael to give to the Senate on this subject,beyond what ia contained in these suggestions. I shall vote
sgainst the reconsideration, because similar petitions presentedby myeelt havegone to the Committee on the Judiciary, and
that I am opposed to any discrimination that might appear in¬
vidious. For ibo repeal ol this law, I ree no necessity. The
construction which has been given to its provisions, in my own
8tate, by the judicial officers of the United States, is such
that there is no danger to apprehend that these provisionswill be abused, or perverted to purposes of oppression. I amtherefore opposed to its repeal, and opposed to agitating the
question of repeal here and elsewhere.

Mr. HAMLIN. I will detain the Senate but a single mo¬
ment, and I regret that I deem it necessary to occupy the at¬
tention of the Senate at all. I should not do so but for the
manner in which the Senator from Georgia (Mr. Bkrbikh)assailed this memorial. It is true that the memorial is com-
poeed of detached sheets of paper ,tt«ched together by wafers.The original aMroorial, it is also true, was printed. I believeit is the usual course of Senators here to present printed me¬
morials almost every day, and neither the Cbair nor any Se¬
nator takes any exception to them became they are printed.They are presented on variow subjects.
^RESIDENT. If the Senator alludes to the Chair,the Chair will say that he could not possibly take exceptionstbeaa until his attention waa called to them. But the Chair

is nnder the necessity of rejecting printed memorials when his
attention is called to the matter.

Mr. HAMLIN. From the noi<e iD the Senate, I did
not bear the euggeationa of the Prudent. 1 have now to
.late the reasona which enable me to auaiaio (be characier of

W^°.h';e ,,gQeJ th"1 nwmorial, and who forward*!
u ir^ n°u IU mj * communication from William
Milliken, well known u> myself and to my colleague aaooeof
the m<*t wor.hv chixena of the State of Main!!, a man for
whose honor and integrity I stand leadj to vouch He is .[
this tune a member of tfce State Senate, ia now, has tin,,
l>een, and I have no doubt always will be, a democrat. He
forwarded the memorial to me, and, in bia communitiaiion
he state* that the memorial was aigned by the persona whow
name* are attachod to it. Upon that authority I present it,
and upon that authority I stand, and am milling to be held
responsible to the fullest extent.
The reaaons which the memorialists give are their own, and

not mine. One may be in favor of the rapeal or modifica¬
tion of that law for reasons quite different from tboae contained
in the memorial. Their reasons and opiniona are their own.
I may agree or disagree with them in their opinions, but still,
in either case, it is my duty to present their memorial. They
express the opiniona which I have no doubt they honestly en¬
tertain. W-thout regard to tbeir views, it ia the conclusion
to which they come.a repeal or modification of the law that
the Senate is to act upon.

Inasmuch as there is now a bill virtually increasing the pe¬
nalties of the law, which has already been referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary, this also, being of a counter cha¬
racter, should go to the same committee. To say nothing of
right, that is but equal justice. I said that the Senate by a
*ote had determined that memorials for the repeal of that act
should not be sent to the Committee on the Judiciary. Though
that decision was againat my own judgment, yet, in accord
ance with the decision of the Senate, I had uniformly moved
to lay them on the table. But in thia caae I can aee no rea¬
son why a memorial for a modification of the penalties of that
law, to mitigate them, should not receive at least as favorable
consideration as a bill which seeks to impose additional penal¬
ties. For these reaaons, as well aa because right in itself, I
asked its reference to the committee, and K went quietly to
them. Who, then, ia answerable for thia debate ? Let the
Senate and the country judge.

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, the Senator from New
Hampshire, (Mr. Hale,) using \exy free language, has
spoken of a caae which recently occurred in Philadelphia
as a caae of kidnapping. That word has a distinct and
well-known signification.not a mere legal meaning, but a
sense in whicb it is universally applied in ordinary uae.
Neither in that nor any other senae in which it is ever un¬
derstood can it be properly applied to the case in Philadelphia
to which he has alluded. I know the partita, air, and the
commissioner by whom that caae was decided. He ia a man
of honor and a lawyer of ability, and as little likely to be
guilty of any thing to justify the application to him of the
word kidnapping as the Senator from New Hampshire him-
aelf. 8ir, it was a caae of ordinary occurrence. Regular
process was issued for the recovery ofa fugitive slave; testimony
was taken /woand con, and the commissioner decided accord¬
ing to his ownjudgment, and with perfect integrity of purpose,
I am very sure. There was, I admit, unfortunately a mistake of
identity j nothing more ; just such a mistake of identity aa haa
occurred a tbouaand times in judicial proceedings, civil and
criminal. And I take it that no gentleman haa a right to
apply to a mistake of identity, unless be is prepared to makea
charge of fraud, the term kidnapping. There haa been no
case of kidnapping, and the gentleman to whom I suppose
that term would apply.the commissioner who made the de¬
cision.is one of tbe last men in the community to which he
belongs to whom it could with propriety be applied. I
know the partiea, and I may say thia : that the promptitude
with which the miatake waa corrected by one of my consti¬
tuent and neighbors ia a very good proof how false.have been
the charges that thia law would be deliberately converted into
»n inatrument of fraud and oppression. The mistake was
Borrected as promptly as waa possible. That is enough for
southern character.
But the Senator from New Hampshire tells us that he de¬

lights in agitation, and he has made a discovery in philosophy
hat agitation is an ««element." What sort of an " element*'
~Ve not chemical knowledge enough to ascertain.
The Senator compares the agitations of what he calls foul

ind feted corruptions to tbe heavenly and benign action told
>f in Scripture ; that gentle stirring of the waters occasioned
>y the angelic presence which invited suffering humanity to
eceive its benign influences ? This be likened to that agita-
ion which, stirred by a mistaken, a feigned philanthropy,
las wrought so much evil and has threatened so much more
0 the destruction of national harmony, and every thing good
rut

" ® amoDS U8- He delights in agitation, he saya.
abhor it. That gentle atirring of the waters can scarcely

>e compared without irreverence to the mischievous agitation
which he seems to cherish. Sir, I abhor agitation, because
he first agitator ever heard of in the world was the very last
>eing of whom a man ahould speak with any thiDg but ab-
lorrence. The devil waa the first agitator. He it waa who,
n the guise of a serpent, crept into Eden. He found the
>rimal pair living in peace, innocence, and obedience. The
woman's heart he corrupted, and so

" Brought death into the world and all our wo."
He was the first agitator. Who will be the last, it is not

or me to tell; but the Senate can well imagine how easy it
vould be to describe some of his followers, who are promi-
tent agitators at tbe present day in the strict line of diabolical
succession.

Mr' RHE. ^r- Pre*ident, I understood the 8enator
rom Pennsylvania to assert that the State of Pennsylvania
ras perfectly aatiafied with the late fugitive law, and that hia
onstituents are opposed to all agitation, and are perfectly pre¬
pared to enforce that law. I rise now merely to inquire of
hat Senator whetter his State haa repealed those Jaws which
rere passed some years ago, by which the operation of tbe
ct of 1793 was embarrassed, or whether those laws still con-
tnue on the statute book of the State of Pennsylvania ?
Mr. COOPER. I can reply without hesitation to the

uestion propounded by the honorable Senator from South
Carolina. Bills have been introduced into both houses of
he Legislature of Pennsylvania to repeal the act to which
lie Senator refers, known as the act of 1847, and I presume
lat those laws will be repealed. But I did not say that all
iy constituents were opposed to the repeal of the fugitive
lave law which was passed at the last session of Congreas. I
aid that J believed a very large majority of my constituents
rere opposed to all further agitation on the question of sla-
ory j that they were satisfied with the measures adopted for
le restoration of harmony and the preservation of peace. I
ave no doubt that this is so. I have had many opportuni-
ies of conversing with gentlemen from all parts of the State,
nd they all united in saying that there is a sentiment gene-
.lly prevalent, favorable to standing by the measures adopted
t the last session of Congress, and believe them founded
pon justice, and that they ought at least to be satisfactory to
II portions of the country. If I chose to do so, I might enter
lto some of our domestic politics and explain to the honora-
le Senator why it may be difficult, though I think it may be
chieved, to repeal thoae laws. Out I f-rbear, because it
roald be unprofitable to do so. You, perhaps, sir, are aware
f it ; I certainly am, and I know there are others.
Mr. RHETT. My object in making the inquiry of the

«nator from Pennsylvania was, that his former statement
light not go out without the qualifications which he has just
lade. It is very true, as he states, that these laws have not
een repealed. It is very true that efforts have beeB made to
speal them, but in the Senate of Pennsylvania an effort made
j do that failed. 8o far from showing, then, what the Sen-
tor from Pennsyltania has just assertei, that the people of
'ennsylvania are satisfied with the fugitive law, and are pre¬
pared to enforce it, I think the gentleman's statement proves
1 the contrary. There are some localitiea, I do not doubt,
liat are in favor ofenforcing the law.for instance, all tbe mer-
antile interests. I suppose that is so in New York. I have
lo doubt the entire mercantile community are in favor
f enforcing the law. But I presume it is not so in the
nteror of tboae 8ut««, and if my information be correct, there
i great hostility in all the interior of Pennsylvania and New
fork, and all the Northern States, to the enforcement of the
aw. The lime has not yet come for the full development of
his feeling, but I fear it will not be long before the Senator
rom Pennsylvania and others who are for referring thia peti-
ion to-day to the Judiciary Committee, will be in favor of
ome modification of the fugitive slave law the design of
»hich will be to nullify and destroy it by tbe legislation of

^ongress, if it shall not be nullified or destroyed before that
ime by the action of the people.
Mr. HALE. I want to say a word to the 8enator from

Vfaryland, who has undertaken to give me a most christian
idmonition. I think, without an affectation of great sancti-
y, or any peculiar knowledge of scripture, I am about as well
'ersed in it as that Senator. I think he has made a gross mia-
ake. I think he has done great injustice to the individual whom
le terms the first agitator. [Laughter ] If I read scripture
iright, tbe davil.for we will call things by their right
names.when he went into Paradise, instead of going in the
character of an agitator, went there to enforce a fugitive slave
law. He pretended tbat the inhabitants of Paradise were his
.ervants, and under that false claim be stole the children of
Bod from the garden in whieh he had planted them, and car¬

ried them to the alavery of hell, and there detained them.
Again, the honorable Senator is disposed to refer all these

things \o the devil, and he thinks it is very irreverent to give
Any other construction lo it. Sir, I read that all scripture ia
profitable for instruction ; I read also, that from tbe time that
God first rpake to bis children by the mouth of hia fellow-
men, it haa been charged upon those who have come with a

mesiage to reprove the generation in which they lived for the
crimea of which they have been guilty, that they were of the
devil. Sir, when the great mission of salvation was first
proclaimed on the plaina of Gallilee, those in whose ears the
message came said tbat it was of the devil ? and when the
Author of thst great system vindicated his right to speak by
divine authority, by commanding winds and seas and lb*y
obeyed him, instead of producing conviction on the obdurate
hearts of tho?e to wbom be apoke, they said that be cast out
devila by Beelzebub, the prince of devils. It is no new train
of remark which the honorable Senator has taken up. He

has not even the credit of originality. It is aa old ¦¦ the bis-tory of the world. There never baa been a tmtb unwelcometo tbe 'passions of depraved human nature that haa soundedin their ears, come whence it would, when the rebellionsnatural heart haa not retorted upon tbe reformer that he wasof the devil. Yes, air, it affords me assurance, if a confir¬mation were wauled, of the truth and of the rec itude of thepoeition in which I stand, and of the force of tbe truthswhich I am compelled to utter, and that they are producingthe .mm effects to day that truth has always produced fromtbe day that it waa first promulgated. If it did not have tbeeffect to silence and still the voice that proclaimed the truthin olden time, so long aa I have a place in which I can beheard, it shall not have that effect upon me now.
Again, air, the Senator from Maryland says be abhors agi¬tation. Well, there are a great many people that abhor agi¬tation. I have no doubt that all tbe aristocracy of Europe,seated in their placea of power, and wealth, and comfort, andrevelling in luxury wrung from the sweat and blood of toil¬ing millions, are very muoh content with things as they noware. They do not like agitation- They feel very comforta¬ble. But I will tell you that then *m ,L-'

_a , u«j nn «rj comforta¬ble. But I will tell you that there are a<>me people that, arenow in favor of agitation with me. Borne of tbe overgrownmonopolists of this country have found their dividends grow¬ing less under the operation of the progreasive legislation weh."5L' E d lessening duties. Tbey
.i>«auUU, providedyou confine it to coaland iron and coarse cotton. They are very much in favor ofagitation thus far. W« ».«. J "

K -. . . r: "MUU °i progressive legislation wehave bad, in mskiog trade more free and lessening duties. Tbeyare in favor of a little agitation, provided you confine it to coaland iron and coarse cotton. They are very much in favor ofagitation thus far. We have had printed petitions.petitionsput on to detached sheets just like this abolition peUtion-come here after having been printed in this city and sent bymail all over the United Statee. And in that case such is awiioleaome way of collecting public aentiment, I suppose.Th*e is no agitation in that, so long as it i. confined to thoseparticular classes of articles. The odium with which rota¬tion is received is neither new nor strange. But I am sorrvfor the honorable 8enator from Maryland, for whom I enter¬tain the highest respect, and of whom I had hoped betterthings, that he should have shouted his amen to day to thedenunciation against all agitation. But even he is in favor of
a little agitation, a little quiet, heavenly stirring. [Laughter.]He does not want to go very deep. He juat wants to stir upa few little mattera, but not to go to the bottom at all. He isin favor of a little heavenly agitation. Now, I am in favorof agitation, and if it ia good to stir up a little on the top, it isgood to go to the bottom.
The honorable Senator from Pennsylvania says that ourrevolutionory fathers were not agitator*. It is well that the

nones of Washington do not reat under this Capitol. If theydid they would not reat easy in their place when such a de¬claration as that waa made. They not agitators, sir ! 'Goto Boston, and tell them they were not agitators. Why, theyagitated sea and land. They took cargoes out of ships andthrew them into the ocean, and tbey made Boston harbor a
great teapot with their agitation, and the British merchants'
cargoes furnished tbe material with which they agitated.They not agitators ! The British stamp act was passed, and
stamps were sent over to tbe commiasioners of the Crown.And what did those heavenly stirrers do in that day ? Why,they made such an agitation that nomsn was safe in his houseif he had any Government stamp*, and he was obliged to burnthem before he could sleep quietly in his bed. Was not that
agitation > It is idle to deny it. It is idle to denounce it.There has been no reform tbat has not been produced by agi.tation. We rejoice in it. Never was there any refoim of a
great abuse proposed tbat the movera in the reform were not
denounced as the 8enator from Maryland now denounces
sgitatois.
The honorable Senator seems to tbink that the agitatorswant to produce bloodshed, and every thing«that is dire and

terrible. It is not so. Such sre not the ends at which we
aim. Such are not the legitimate consequences of the mea¬
sures which we propose. No, sir; let the 8enator read his¬
tory, and he will find it different. Let him look at the
existing state of things to day, and be will find it different.
Let him look the world over, and he will find it different.
No, sir, no truth, no right, nothing that has a legitimatefoundation upon truth and right, fears agitation. It is saidthat the showers may fall upon a rock, but tbat they will
make no impression upon it, and so it is with every institu¬tion that is founded upon a rock. It need not fear the storms
and the raina of heaven, though they ahould descend in tor¬
rents upon it. Nothing that is founded upon truth and
justice can be shaken. No friend of truth, no friend ofjustice,has any thing to fear from agitation. It ia only he that rests
upon a false and sandy foundation that fears any storms or
any torrents that the feeble breath of man can excite. He
has reason to be alarmed. He is alarmed, and well he maybe, but truth and right atand on atronger, firmedfoundations;snd when agitation is over, and the storm has ceased, and
the tempest baa calmed, nothing, nothing that is worthy of
enduring will be found to have been injured by any agitationwhich is so much feared.

Sir, I will do justice, rather slow justice, I confess, to myfriend from Maine, (Mr. Bradbury,) who is so anxious to
have this subject laid on the table, and I renew his motion to
lay the motion to reconsider on the table.

Mr. PEARCB. Will the Senator withdraw it for a
moment'

Mr. BRADBURY. I will withdraw it if the Senator will
renew it.
Mr. PEARCE. I do not propose to follow the Senator

from New Hampshire through the various excursions he has
made over tbe realms of biblical literature and historic lore ;not at all, for I do not speak for the amusement of tbe Se¬
nate, nor for that of the spectators in the galleries. Nor
ihall I deny to the Senator the superior acquaintance which
be claims with scriptural history. But I insist upon it that
in this instance I am right, and that my account of the first
agitator is correct. The devil was the first agitator, and thefirst tgitation was an attempt to seduce the creatures of Godinto dViobedience of his law. He bad promulgated a law,and the fipyil sought to induce them to disobey it. He bade
them eat ol the fruit of the tree of knowledge, and said " yeshall Iw as goJ*." He was, therefore, the first agitator. Butthe agitation of -vhich the Senator speaks is not an agitationwhich any body b>re has talked of fearing. I said I abhor¬red agitation.that «uch agitation as he seems to delightin. But neither I no. any one else has talked of fearing iUThe Senator seems to tbw^ there can be no purity in peace,no truth, no right, nor any«y.g founded on truth and right,except in agitation. He bafcf0rg0tten gome of that biblicalliterature of which he professes know 80 much> Doe<! heforget that when the waves rollw high and the ship was
threatened with destruction the *ivine command was." Peace, be still f" '

I tbink the Senator is oblivious. His reujpiscences arB Dot
apt at the present time. No, sir. It is not , g0C)(] gpjrit, jn
which right and truth are predominant, which (Rights in agi¬tation ; the spirit of discord, tbe spirit of reveng truj hate;that spirit which animated Zanga, when he said .|jke
rocking of the battlements.

" Rage on ye winds, burst ye clouds and torrents,
Roar.for ah ! ye bear a just reiemblanoe
To my fortune, and suit the gloomy habits of my ioul;>

That is tbe spirit of agitation which the Senator seems to
tbink is nccessary to purity and truth and right. I do not
complain of his undertaking to defend the first agitator, for I
admit the propriety of backing one's friends. Having no suci
connexions myself, no such duty is devolved upon me. I
will not, however, pursue this irregular debate further. I do
not know that it is profitable. According to my promise I
must move to lay tbe motion to reconsider on the table. But
with the assent of tbe Senator from Maine! will withdraw it.

Mr. BRADBURY. My only purpose wm to stop agita¬
tion on the subject and proceed to our legitime^ business-
However, I will withdraw the motion for the accommodation
of Senators.

Mr. BUTLER. In some particulars I differ from my ii«.
norable friend from Maryland aa to the attributea of tbe first
agitator, so well described by bim. He did not approach Pa¬
radise aa a vociferous rhetorician, speaking loud enough to be
heard by a ferryman on the other side of a river. No, sir,
the evil spirit assumed the form of s serpent, snd whispered
to Eve that there was a " higher law." [Laughter.]

Mr. FOOTE. I propose to continue this playful discus¬
sion by a single remark, although my friend from Maryland
doea not need my aid, forj he certainly is learned in scrip¬
ture. It ia absolutely true, as he staled, that tbe devil did
come into Paradise for the purpose of agitation. To be sure,
he made a wily and insidious discourse to the mother of man¬
kind, in order to accompliah her destruction, and the destruc¬
tion of her posterity ; but yet it was as an agitator that he
came. He was the firat agitator, and he agitated to his own
destruction and tbe disturbance of tbe peace of Heaven, upon
ihe basis of a " higher law" discovered by him aa a rebel to
the Almighty ruler of the Universe before the establishment
of the Garden of Eden. Was he not an agitator in Heaven
when he rebelled against the Almighty' Milton has de¬
scribed the scene in Isngusge which I will quote for the pur¬
pose of sustaining my friend from Maryland in his position r
" Say, first, what cause
Mov'd our grand parents, in that happy state,
Favor'd of Heaven so highly,, to fell off
From their Creator, and transgress his will
For one restraint, lords of the world besides >

Who first seduc'tl them to that foul revolt I
The infernal Serpent; he it was, whose guile,
Stirr'd up with envy and revenge, deceiv d
The mother of mankind ; what time his pride
Hsd cast him out from Heaven, with all his host
Of rebel Angels; by whose aid, aspiring
To set himself in glory above his peers.
He trusted to have equall'd the Moat High,
If he oppos'd i and with ambitious aim
Against the throne and monarchy of God,
Kais'd impious war in Heaven, and battle proud,
With vain attempt. Him the Almighty Power
Hurl'd, headlong, flaming from the ethereal sky,
With hideout ruin and combustion, down
To bottomless perdition ; there to dwell
In adamantine ehaina and penal fire,
Who durst defy tbe Omnipotent to arms."

And I will say who ever dares defy this republic to arms

will, In my opinion, experience a fate equally woful.
Mr. BRADBURY. I now renew the motion to lay the

motion to reconsider on the table.


